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THE LAST SESSION IN 10 TWEETS

1. We can learn a lot about what Christ is looking for in His church by the 
characteristics He COMMENDS in the church at Ephesus. #WordStrong 

2. Jesus COMMENDS the church of Ephesus for being a DISCIPLING 
church… a 1 Cor. 15:58 church! #WordStrong

3. Jesus COMMENDS the church of Ephesus for being a DISCIPLINED 
church. #WordStrong

4. Jesus COMMENDS the church of Ephesus for being a DISCIPLINING 
church. #WordStrong

5. The Ephesus Church could BEAR the trouble, labor, trials, difficulty, 
hardships & persecution they faced for Christ & His work. #WordStrong

6. What the Ephesus Church could NOT BEAR, however, was someone 
who professed to know Christ but lived an evil life. #WordStrong

7. We can "bear them which are evil"—but can't bear the thought of 
approaching another believer in the spirit of Gal. 6:1. #WordStrong

8. Jesus actually COMMENDS the church of Ephesus for their 
INTOLERANCE! They called out false doctrine/teachers! #WordStrong

9. Jesus actually COMMENDS the church of Ephesus for HATING the 
deeds of the Nicolaitans. (Jesus HATED 'em too!) #WordStrong

10. Though the church of Ephesus was CONNECTED to all the right beliefs 
& actions—they had become DISCONNECTED from Jesus! 
#WordStrong



1. COMMISSION (Rev. 2:1a)
“Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write;…”

A. “The CHURCH of Ephesus” (The Three Applications)—
 “Unto the angel of the CHURCH of Ephesus write;…”

1. The HISTORICAL Application.
This is a __________ church in Ephesus in 90 A.D., addressing __________ situations there.

2. The DEVOTIONAL (or Inspirational) Application.
This church represents a _________ of church. (i.e. The ___________________ of this church can be 
found in churches throughout history.)

3. The DOCTRINAL (or Prophetic) Application.
This church is representative of a ____________ of church history. (c. _____-______ A.D.)

B. “The ANGEL of the church”—
“Unto the ANGEL of the church of Ephesus write;…”

C. The church of “EPHESUS”…
“Unto the angel of the church of EPHESUS write;…”

 Note: The meaning of the name of each of the seven churches is actually God’s _________________ of 
 what was taking place in that period of history from His ______________ point.

1) The name “Ephesus” means “______________ __________________.”

2) God is letting us know that the church in this period of church history understood what its 
__________________ was, and was __________ positioned to accomplish that purpose.

a. WHAT is the real purpose of the church?

b. WHY was this church period so “fully purposed”?

1. The church in this period had been directly and indirectly influenced by the ____________ of 
the Apostles.
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2. The church in this period had been directly and indirectly influenced by the _____________ 
of the Apostles.

a. Their example of _________________.

b. Their example of _________________ and ________________.
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• In 44 A.D., ___________ (the Son of Zebedee) was killed with the SWORD. (Acts 12:2) 

• In 52 A.D., ___________ was thrown in PRISON for preaching—was whipped 
unmercifully, and was then taken out and CRUCIFIED.

• In 60 A.D., ___________ was preaching in Parthia and was killed with the SWORD.

• In 63 A.D., ___________ (the Less) was thrown off the pinnacle of the Temple. As he hit 
the ground, they began to STONE him…and a guy with a FULLER’S STICK beat him until  
he died.

• In 69 A.D., ___________ was sentenced to be CRUCIFIED. Like our Lord, he was 
SCOURGED with a whip. As they were taking him out to CRUCIFY him, he requested 
that they do it upside down, “Because” he said, “I’m not worthy of dying the way my 
Lord died.” And more than happy to increase his suffering… his request was granted.

• Also in 69 A.D., ________ had his HEAD SEVERED from his body. 

• In 70 A.D., ________________ was severely TORTURED and BEATEN with RODS. He was 
HUNG on a CROSS upside down…then SKINNED ALIVE… and after all of that—they 
CHOPPED his head off with an AXE!

• Also in 70 A.D., ___________ was thrown into an OVEN—and while burning in the 
flames, they ran his body through with spears.

• In 74 A.D., ________ (the Canaanite) was CRUCIFIED.

• Also in 74 A.D., ____________ was BEATEN to death with STICKS by pagan priests.

• ____________ was CRUCIFIED on a CROSS that was like an “X.” Historians tell us he 
hung there for three days…constantly telling the passers-by of the LOVE of JESUS 
CHRIST.

• Around 95 A.D., ________ was exiled to die alone on the Isle of Patmos.

  

THE SUFFERING AND DEATH OF THE APOSTLES                                      



2. CHARACTER (Rev. 2:1b)
“These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks;”

3. COMMENDATION (Rev. 2:2–3, 6)

A. It was a ____________________ church. (Rev. 2:2a)
“I know thy works,…”

* The actual “work” that was taking place during the Ephesus church period:

1) The spread of the gospel…

2) The establishing of churches…

3) The spread of the Word of God…

a. The ____________ Manuscript of Asia Minor (100–200 A.D.)
* Sometimes called the “Peshita” or “Peshitto.”

b. The Old _____________ Manuscript (100–200 A.D.)

c. The Old _____________ Manuscript (100–200 A.D.)

B. It was a __________________ church. (Rev. 2:2b,c, 3)
 “I know…thy labour…”

 * The actual “labor” (i.e. “_______________”) and persecution on the church in this period.
1. The martyrdom of Stephen and the ensuing persecution (Acts 7)…

2. Persecution under Herod Agrippa (Acts 12)…

3. Persecution under Nero…
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4. Persecution under Domitian…

5. Severe persecution of believers around 130 A.D.

P.J. Twisk writes…
“About this time, the instruments of the devil could not invent punishments severe enough, 
but what they considered the Christians worthy of. For they were watched in their houses as 
well as without, men cried out against them in all public places; they were scourged, 
stoned, and dragged out, their goods were plundered; they were apprehended, red hot 
iron plates were applied to their bare bodies; they were placed in a certain instrument 
made to torture malefactors; they were put into the deepest and darkest places of the 
prisons, where they were slain, yea, they were afflicted with excruciating torments.”

* Our Lord commends them for how they _________________ and consistently _______________ to       
   carry out His work, even in the face of ____________________.

   “I know…thy patience…and how thou…hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake 
    hast laboured, and hast not fainted.”

C. It was an __________________ church. (Rev. 2:2d,e, 6)
 “I know…how thou canst not bear them which are evil…”

1) They were intolerant of _________ _________. (2:2d)
  “I know…how thou canst not bear them which are evil…”

        2)  They were intolerant of ____________ _____________. (2:2e)
  “I know…thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them 
  liars.”

            3)  They were intolerant of ______________________. (2:6)
  “But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
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