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Before we complete our exposition of Revelation 7:1-8, there is one other issue that we need to address. There 
is an “apparent contradiction” found in this chapter. And please note that my selection of words in describing 
this discrepancy was carefully chosen. I did not say that there is a “contradiction” in these verses, but that there 
is an “apparent contradiction!” And I use that terminology because of a firm conviction that the Bible is the 
perfect, inspired and inerrant Word and Words of God, and is therefore, void of even the slightest 
contradiction. There are, however, places in the Bible where there are “apparent contradictions” — and it has 
been my experience, that in those places, it is there by divine design — and becomes like a flashing neon sign 
that says, “Study here! Study here!” God typically uses these places to reveal to us something extremely 
significant.

In Revelation 7:5-8, in the context dealing with the infamous, and often misunderstood “144,000,” the 12 tribes 
of Israel are listed as follows:

The “apparent contradiction” is that when Moses listed the 12 tribes of Israel in Numbers 13:4-15; he listed 
them as follows:

Obviously, both passages include 12 tribes. The only problem is — they aren’t the same 12 tribes! There are 
two names that are different in each list. The list from Revelation 7 inserts Levi and Joseph in the place of Dan 
and Ephraim in the Numbers 13 list. So just what are we to make of this “apparent contradiction?”
  
The biblical explanation is actually not very difficult at all. The key is found in Deuteronomy 29. Notice in verse 
10, that Moses begins a discourse in the presence of all of the tribes of Israel…

 “Ye stand this day all of you before the LORD your God; your captains of your tribes, your 
              elders, and your officers, with all the men of Israel…”

In the midst of this discourse, Moses has some very strong words to say regarding any individual, any family and 
any tribe who choses to serve other gods.  Moses says in Deuteronomy 29:18-21…

 “Lest there should be among you man, or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth 
 away this day from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations; lest there 
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1. Juda

2. Reuben

3. Gad

4. Aser

5. Nephthalim

6. Manasses

7. Simeon

8. Levi

9. Issachar

10. Zabulon

11. Joseph

12. Benjamin

1. Reuben

2. Simeon

3. Judah

4. Issachar

5. Ephraim

6. Benjamin

7. Zebulun

8. Manasseh

9. Dan

10. Asher

11. Naphtali

12. Gad



 
 should be among you a root that beareth gall and wormwood; And it come to pass, when 
 he heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, 
 though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst: The LORD will not 
 spare him, but then the anger of the LORD and his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and 
 all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his 
 name from under heaven. And the LORD shall separate him unto evil out of all the tribes of 
 Israel, according to all the curses of the covenant that are written in this book of the law.”

Notice that God makes very clear through Moses, that the result of serving other gods would be to willfully 
exchange the blessing of God for His cursing — and to willfully choose to have God blot out their name so that 
it would be as though they never existed! (Deut. 29:20)

Now, you’ll remember that Joseph had two sons that are found in the list of the 12 tribes in Numbers 13. They, 
of course, are Ephraim and Manasseh. Though both lists (Rev. 7 and Num. 13) include Manasseh, you’ll notice 
that the Revelation 7 lists Joseph’s name in the place of his other son, Ephraim. The Book of Hosea reveals why 
it happened. 

 Hosea 4:17 says…
 “Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.”

 Hosea 5:9 says…
 “Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke: among the tribes of Israel have I 
 made known that which shall surely be.”

 Hosea 5:14 says…
 “For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, 
 will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him.”

So, obviously, Ephraim’s name was blotted out and removed from the number of the tribes of Israel because of 
their idolatry. And what would be comical if it weren’t so tragic for so many millions of people, is that the group 
of people running around calling themselves “The Latter Day Saints” (Mormons) — actually claim that they 
come from the tribe of Ephraim! A tribe that has absolutely NO PART in the “latter days” at all!

And so Joseph replaces Ephraim because God blotted his name out in keeping with His promise in 
Deuteronomy 29:20.

But then, notice next, that in the list of the 12 tribes in Revelation 7, Levi replaces Dan. 

In the Old Testament, Levi was the 13th, or the “priestly tribe,” and wasn’t included in the 12 tribes listed in 
Numbers 13, because the priests in the Old Testament had no inheritance. And yet, here in Revelation 7, Levi 
replaces Dan in the list.

And to gain a biblical understanding concerning why Dan’s name was blotted out, note, first of all, that there is 
every indication biblically, that the Antichrist will actually be a descendent of the tribe of Dan.
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Very early in the Bible, God begins to give us some key connections concerning the tribe of Dan. In Genesis 
49:17, the tribe of Dan is called a “lion,” and in Deuteronomy 33:22, Dan is referred to as a “serpent.” And if 
you’re familiar with the Bible, that will certainly perk up you spiritual sensors, because the only other one in the 
Bible who is referred to as a “lion” and a “serpent” is none other than Satan himself! (1 Pet 5:8; Gen. 3:1)

Next, it becomes quite interesting to see the connections that are made biblically when the Antichirst is 
foreshadowed in Leviticus 24:10 and 11 (which just happens to be the “first mention” of “cursing” in the Bible!). 
In Leviticus 24, the son of an Israeliteish woman and an Egyptian father who “just happens” to be from the tribe 
of Dan — strives with a man of Israel, “blaspheming” and “cursing” the name of the Lord. (Lev. 24:10-11)

And what is very interesting to note is that in Revelation 13, the Bible prophesies that there is going to be a 
man in the very near future who is part Asian and African (he is like a leopard…yellow–brown with black spots 
all over him — Rev. 13:2), who will be empowered by the dragon (Rev. 13:2), who is a serpent (Rev. 12:9), that 
has the mouth of a lion (Rev. 13:2) — and with that mouth (Rev. 13:5), he will also speak “blasphemies.” That 
“man,” of course is none other than the Antichrist…or, Satan in human flesh!

But not only that, notice also that in Judges 17 and 18, that is the tribe of Dan that is connected to the 
formation and development of the idolatrous system of religion that will be used by the Antichrist to unite the 
world religiously. (Rev. 17) And interestingly enough, it just happens to be a system of religion who uses “robed 
priests,” called “Father,” who use “idols” as aids in worship in their “house of gods!” (See Judges 17 & 18)

And Amos 8:14 says very clearly… 

 “They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god (notice, small “g!”), O Dan, liveth…
 even they shall fall, and never rise up again.” 

And that’s exactly what happened to the tribe of Dan, and why they are not listed in Revelation 7!

Rather than the differences in the names in the two lists being a contradiction that proves the Bible is not 
trustworthy — it actually proves the exact opposite! It proves that God always keeps His Word…and that His 
Word can be trusted.
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REVIEW — “Jehovah’s TRUE Witnesses” 

1. The 144,000   SEALED   JEWS  . (7:1-8)

A. WHO is sealed? (7:3d-8)
B. WHEN are they sealed? (7:1-3)
C. HOW are they converted? (Acts 9:1-9)
D. WHAT is this seal… and WHERE  are they sealed? (7:2-3)
E. WHY are they sealed? (7:2-3,9;14:1) 

TONIGHT’S MESSAGE — “The Great REVIVAL of the Great TRIBULATION” (7:9-17)

2. The Numberless Multitude of ____________________ _____________________. (7:9-17)

A. ________________ they were SAVED. (7:9, 14)

1. The CONTRAST between the MULTITUDE John saw in Revelation 7:9-17 with the 
MULTITUDE he saw in chapters 4 and 5…

• The SAINTS in chapter 4 and 5 are “_______________” from the Tribulation. (3:10)
The SAINTS in 7:9-17 “_______________ ______________” of great Tribulation. (7:14)

• The MULTITUDE in chapters 4 and 5 are __________________ ____________ saints.
The MULTITUDE in 7:9-17 are ____________________________ saints.

• The SAINTS in 4:4 are “clothed in white ____________________.” (4:4)
The SAINTS in 7:9 are “clothed with white __________________.”  (7:9)

• The SAINTS in 4:4 “SIT” on seats “______________ ______________ the throne.” (4:4)
The SAINTS in 7:9 are “STANDING __________________ the throne.” (7:9)

• The SAINTS in 4:4 have “_________________ of gold on their heads.” (4:4)
The SAINTS in 7:9-17 have “________ crowns.” (7:9-17)

• The SAINTS in 5:8 have “______________ and golden _______________.” (5:8)
The SAINTS in 7:9 have “ _____________ in their hands.” (7:9)

• The SAINTS in 5:9 “______________ a new SONG.” (5:9)
The SAINTS in 7:10 “__________ with a loud VOICE.” (7:10)

• The SAINTS in 5:10 are called “KINGS & PRIESTS” and “___________” with Him. (5:10)
The SAINTS in 7:15 “_______________ Him day and night.” (7:15)

Revelation: Verse by Verse – Session 57
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2. The CONTRAST between the SEALED JEWS of 7:1-8 with the SAVED GENTILES of 7:9-17.

• The NUMBER of SEALED JEWS was ____________________. (7:4-8)
The NUMBER of SAVED GENTILES was _______________________. (7:9)

• The NATIONALITY of those SEALED in 7:4-8 was the same: __________________
from the NATION of ____________________. (7:4-8)

• The NATIONALITY of those SAVED in 7:9-17 was different: they were
of “_____________ ____________________!” (7:9)

• The NATURE of the 144,000 SEALED JEWS…
✴ They will be saved like the _________________ ___________________.
✴ The Lord Jesus Christ will personally __________________ Himself to them.
✴ Their BLINDED eyes will be OPENED to ______________ Christ is.
✴ They will call upon His _________________ and be __________________.
✴ They will receive the “______________ of the living God.” (7:2; 14:1)

• The NATURE of the MULTITUDE of SAVED GENTILES…
✴ They will be SAVED as a result of the MINISTRY of the ____________________.
✴ They will NOT receive the “_______________ of the living God,” guaranteeing their

divine _________________________ during the TRIBULATION.
✴ They will NOT receive the “SEALING of the ______________ ________________”

that believers in the Church Age receive, guaranteeing the ETERNAL
________________________ of our SALVATION.

• Ephesians 1:13-14 —

• Ephesians 1:10 —

Note: These GENTILES in 7:9-17 are NOT a ___________________ group!

    They DO have the ability to _______________ their ______________________!

• Matthew 24:13 —

Revelation: Verse by Verse – Session 57
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✴ These SAVED GENTILES in 7:9-17 all “______________________” the “gospel of the 
kingdom” that was preached to them by the 144,000 — but they all “_____________”
their TESTIMONY with their own ___________________!

• Revelation 6:9 —

✴ Because this MULTITUDE “endured to the end,” John sees them in 7:9
“clothed with WHITE _________________” and with “_______________ in their hands.”

• “white robes” —

✴ Revelation 6:11 —

✴ Revelation 19:8 —

✴ The “WASHING of the CHURCH AGE”
VS

The “WASHING of the TRIBULATION”

• CHURCH AGE saints are saved by _________________ through 
faith in Jesus Christ…

• And the __________________ of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin.
• We are, thereby, declared righteous, because we are “in Christ” —

and __________ righteousness is actually ____________ righteousness…
• And “in Christ” we are SAVED, _________________ and SECURE

for all eternity…
• And our works don’t save us — they simply ______________________

the legitimacy of our profession!

• TRIBULATION saints are also saved by _________________ through
faith in Jesus Christ…

• And the __________________ of Jesus Christ will cleanse them of all sin.
• There is a difference, however, in HOW the blood of Christ

is actually __________________ to them.
• Whereas, for us, the blood of Christ was applied the very instant

we ___________________ on His name…
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• For them, however, the blood is applied in their salvation, as they 
receive the witness of the 144,000… along with their ____________________
and steadfastness… as they come through the “great tribulation”
(the last 3 ½ years) without receiving the “mark of the beast.”

• At that point, their ROBES are ___________________ in the
BLOOD of the LAMB.

• “palms” —
✴ Leviticus 23:40 —
✴ Nehemiah 8:15 —
✴ John 12:13 —

Note: “Palm branches” are used in the Bible to express _____________________
     and __________________!

B. _________________ they are STANDING. (7:9b, 15a)

1. They are ________________ the _________________. (7:9b, 15a)

2. They are ________________ and ________________. (7:9c)

C. ______________ they are SAYING. (7:10)

1. They will praise God for His _________________. 
“Salvation to our God…”

2. They will praise God for His _______________________.
“…which sitteth upon the throne…”

3. They will praise God for His ________________.
“…and unto the Lamb.”

Revelation: Verse by Verse – Session 57
Revelation 7:9-17

The Great REVIVAL of the Great TRIBULATION

281



D. ______________ they are STIMULATING. (7:11-12)

1. The ____________________ of the angels. (7:11)

2. The ____________________ of the angels. (7:12)

✴ “Amen” —

✴ “Blessing” —

✴ “Glory” —

✴ “Wisdom” —

✴ “Thanksgiving” —

✴ “Honor” —

✴ “Power” —

✴ “Might” —

✴ “Amen” — 

E. _____________ they are ___________________ ____________. (7:13-17)

1. To be properly ___________________________. (7:13-14)

2. To be properly ________________________. (7:15-17)
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